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WRITE TO: ECLIPSE COMICS _- 


ON THE RACKS 


SCOUT no. 23 

Scout and Rosa hold the high 

against the Mexican invaders 

KAMUI nos. 8&9 

The threats to Kamui's life 

Japan's no. 1 ninja comic! 

THE LIBERTY PROJECT no. 4 

The Liberty Project attempts to recapture 

Nelson Aviation’s new super-weapon! 

AIRBOY nos. 29 & 30 

Airboy, Hirota, Iron Ace and the Hear 

battle Manic and the Road Rats, as the 

siege of the monastery continues! 

FUSION no. 5 

Dow and t rew fi st terrible 

‘odds in th Soulstar 

Commission! 

CALIFORNIA GIRLS no. 4 

Find out how Smidgin became the sma 
ast intelligent cat in the world 

Plus, paper dolls galore! 

AREA 88 nos. 8 &9 

Rumors of "gold" and a "cra: 

send the Area 88 pil 

treasure hunt 

MAI THE PSYCHIC GIRL nos. 8 & 9 

The extent of Mai's powers leads her t 

expect dire consequence 

STRIKE! no. 2 

Denni 

original 


ntinue in 


ed plane 
olhardy 


suit. Plus, the 
in a Golden 


ut his power 
it. Strike appear 
ge reprint! 

LOST PLANET no. 3 
The power behind 
unveiled and all he 
Wystman’s Woods! 
PROWLER no. 3 
Scott and Leo enter the stron 
er Murder Lege: 
the Prowler's 1930s ongin continues’ 
CROSSFIRE no. 25 

The story of reatest stuntman 
and how he never once nsked his lite 
WINTERWORLD no. 1 (of 3) 

New Series! 
Scully's drifting 
when he meets W: 
by Chuck “Airboy 

Zatti 

ZOT! no. 1442 

Antisocialman has turned Zot into... Anti 
socialzot, and is now bent on turning the 
entire world Antisocial! 

REID FLEMING, WORLD'S TOUGHEST 
MILKMAN no. 2 (2nd Printing) 

Issue nos. 1 & 2 sold out! Reid is HOT! 
Here's your second chance 


Zorrin’s thr 
breaks Ic 


don't miss 


out! 

TWISTED TALES no. 1 New Series! 

Bruce Jones is back writing horror in this 

squarebound semi-annual title. Cover by 
lave Stevens! 

HAND OF FATE no. 1 New Series! 

Mysterious fatal accidents at a lighthouse 

bring Artemus Fate, psychic detective, t 

investigate! 

MIRACLEMAN no. 12 

The history-making Book III continues! 

By Alan Moore and John Totleben 

DETECTIVES INC. no. 2 (of 3) 

Denning and Rainier find adultery, greed 

and murder in high society 

MAN OF WAR no. 2 

Chicago is struck by a rash of street. 

walker murders, and all clues point t 

our hero! 
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QUICK TRIP THROUGH THE 
OFFICE: It’s job realignment time 
again at the old hacienda, so here’s 
the rundown in brief: 

New Interns: John Defalque, a 
Hoosier journalism student, is our 
summer editorial department intern. 
Lynn Buckman, art teacher, interns in 
the production department. 

New Job: Sean Deming has been 
promoted to Distribution Manager. 
This is on top of the jack-of-all-trades 
editing, production work and conven- 
tion appearance organizing he’s been 
handling for a couple of years. Sean is 
streamlining the distribution system 
and increasing our contact with fan- 
zine editors, convention promoters, 
retailers and distributors. If you need 
to reach him on business matters call 
(707) 887-1521 and ask for him by name! 

New Employee: Stephen Scott Beau 
Smith, once known as The Letterhack 
With the Longest Name in America, 
is now working for us as a Sales Rep- 
resentative, covering orders and re- 
orders around the country. This is in 
addition to his scripting duties on Beau 
LaDuke’s Tips for Real Men in the Scout 
series. Beau Smith is the person Tim 
Truman based the Beau LaDuke char- 
acter on, by the way, so you Scout 
readers already know just how hand- 
some and manly this guy is! 

Same Old Jobs: Letitia Glozer, Fred 
Burke and yours truly continue to 
rope together most of the editing 
around here, with Mack Fraga still 
Production Manager and Dean Mul- 
laney still the Publisher (he’s editing 
just a couple of titles also). Jan Mulla- 
ney, Madelyn Feinberg, and Bruce 
Palley are, as always, holding down 
the New York office. Other editors 
(Lex Nakashima, Ken Pierce, Tim Tru- 
man, Mark Evanier, April Campbell & 
Bruce Jones) carry on as usual. 

Gosh, that was simple, wasn’t it? 

YOUR INPUT REQUESTED: Guess 
the whole world knows by now that 
our three bi-weekly Japanese manga 
titles are big sellers and the first few 
issues of each have gone into second 
printings. Most asked question of the 
summer is: “Are You Going To Be 


and © by LX, Ltd. Dr. 


FORESTVILLE - 


CALIFORNIA - 95436 
Doing Any More Japanese Comics?” 
The answer is YES. 

Second most asked question: 
“Which Ones?” Answer: YOU TELL 
us! 

And that’s exactly what i want you 
to do. Get a postcard and on it write 
the names of your THREE favourite 
Japanese manga. Send it to MANGA 
BALLOT, Eclipse Comics, P.O. Box 
1099, Forestville, California 95436. 

We cannot guarantee that the 
American publishing rights to the 
manga you request will be available, 
of course, but we intend to pursue 
the most-often-requested titles with 
an eye to bringing them to the United 
States before the year is over! So vote 
RIGHT NOW, while we're still in ne- 
gotiation! 

(Scoop of the Week: One of the three 
new mangas we publish will be a bi- 
weekly, and the other two will prob- 
ably be monthlies.) 

SUMMER POSTER OFFER: Once 
again we have printed a bunch of full- 
colour summer posters for your col- 
lection. There are seven of them, and 
all are available right now: Kamui the 
Ninja, Area 88, Mai the Psychic Girl, 
Detectives Inc., Sisterhood of Steel, Cali- 
fornia Girls and The 4Winds Line (the 
latter is a BIG Tim Truman piece, with 
smaller cover repros along the bottom 
depicting Prowler, Hotspur, The Scout 
Handbook, Strike!, and Winterworld). This 
year we request that you order ALL 
SEVEN posters at once. They are 
FREE, but you pay postage. Just put 
$1.07 in United States stamps on a 9 
by 12 inch self-addressed manila en- 
velope and send it to POSTER OFFER, 
Eclipse Comics, P.O. Box 1099, Forest- 
ville, California 95436. You'll be glad 


you did! 
r onwode- 


catheris 
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ll, 
THE SURFACE OF SKELOS A DEADLY BATTLE RAGES, ONE 
ICH WILL END EITHER IN VICTORY OR EXTINCTION FOR 
THE ROYAL HOUSE OF THE CRYSTAL STATE. 


RTER MILLION MILES 
OF 


INDIO 1S MISSING, BELIEVED 
DEAD. 


JETWEEN THEM FLOATS: 
HE TSUNAMI. HERE ITS 
CREW STRUGGLES WITH 
FATIGUE AND GRIEF, 
PREPARING ONE FINAL 
EFFORT. 


ONLY A FEW MOMENTS 
REMAIN BEFORE THE 
LAST CAROS ARE TURNED, 
EXPOSING EITHER A 
TRUMP... 


. SORA LEERING 
JOKER. 


KAS YOU 
FINES HAVE 
MULTIPLE THREATS 

AT EIGHT! 


GOMAUSSIOM” 
PART WT 


STEVEN SARNes LELA DOWLING; peeve GALACCI Lt. ton ee BUHALIS peur SORE. 


MA 
x NAKASHL IMA - 


CONCEPTUAL BoITOR 


WE RUNS 
THESE SHORT- 
RANGE SHIPS 
WON'T PURSUE 
TO HIGHER 


FIRELORDSS 
A SKYMASTER’ 
I CAN'T OUTRUN 
THAT. 


ALL RIGHT, YOU SLACKERS. DID YOU 
FORGET MEENA NES EVER TAUGHT 


GOOD. WE HAVE RELAY 
SET UP. OVERLOAD, 
W FIFTEEN MINUTES. 


FINESTKIND, CAP'N. 
WELCOME BACK FROM. 
GRAVE. 


BACK AT YOU. LET'S 
GET THIS OVER WITH, 
THEN SWITCH SHIPS. 


THEN [I 
HAVE SOME 
UNFINISHED 

BUSINESS 
PLANETSIOE. 


AN IDIOT. IT'S 

GOING TO BE 
wi ; 

>>. 


on 
*WOULON’T MISS IT Eda 
FOR THE WORLD. ” 


POURING ITON 


Na an) Sas 
AIM AT THE . r: 
—~ \UNSHIELDEDS 
/_NOF KEEP 
ERCS 


[> 
TLETUS 
Dow! 


TO HELL 
WITH THATS WE 


I 
SURRENDER! 
HEY! I Give 


LETS GET THE HELL 
OUT OF HERES 


= MY SUITS \ 
>{ THE CIRC! 
ARE 


UITS 
FROZENL 


COMMANDER 
KREELI! I'M LOSING 
MY TROOPS! WHAT 

IS HAPPENING? _4 


FOOL! YOU TOLO WE RETREATS 
ME THAT CHXTK HAD NON N ( WHAT’S HAPPENED 2 
SUCH RESOURCES! SUCH S) TO YOUR MEN? 
AN EXPLOSION YIELDS 5 A NO! You 
A MICROWAVE PULSE, [ : a F PROMISED US 
DESTROYING EVERY q / a VICTORY! 
UNSHIELDED tose 
la 
CONDUCTOR THREE 
QUARTERS OF 
THEM ARE IN 
UNSHIELOED 
SUITS! THEY'RE 
USELESS! 


Swan Se AY 


A ® 


YOU ARE 
A FOOL, LOOK 
AT THEM... 


--YOU WILL CONTINUE 
THE ATTACK. WE CAN 
STILL WIN... a 


THIS IS CAPTAIN TREMAINE. WE HAVE 
SOME UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 


WHORE! THIS SHIP IS 
~, SHIELDED. I'LL TAKE YOU 


F rere never 
OPE! MANY \ 
BOTTLES ANDO 


A aN : 

» eer) 
CARZ, THIS 
iS NO TIME TO... 


wig Paste 
WW 1 HAVE Scouts, 
NUMBER re TRITON, 
REPORT! W 
YOU SEE? 


E- 


WE NEED SOMI 
ONE TO HOLD THIS BREECH, 
ANY SUGGESTIONS? 


Ze) APPREC ANE IT 
IF YOU REMAINED 
WITH CHXTK. 


I TRUST YOU, DOW COOK. I 
AFRAID, BUT I TRUST YOU. 


BE SAFE. THIS 
ONE IS MINE. 


7 DOW! YOU DID IT, 
y THAT WAS THE BRAVEST 


_ THING I'VEEVERSEEN. #7 


Ahbh-huh. 
“( SGASPS Oh, YEAH. \ _ 
-\ “WHATEVER You 


TAKE THE FLANKING 
SHIPS, KREELI IS 
MINE. 


Att INTERNAL 
SYS S. MOBILITY 
. A LITTLE 


Gooo. 
HOT IN THE 
ENGINES. 


DID YOU r 
| 


Y 


MESSAGE FROM HAVEN 
SOUNDED GOOD. 4 


/ I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE DEAD, 


I_ KNOW. 
Ww. 


SENSE TO DIE. 
YOU KNOW 


THE END 


FA 


COME 
TO THE FUNNY 
RM. 


ry 
3 


A New ie 
Super Hero’ | 
Series 
from 
Bruce 
Jones 
Associates 


Art by 


..: 
‘ 


L/ 


Dear LEX, 

I've read all three issues of FUSION, and I'm 
in a quandary. The art is too vague. I'm left not 
knowing what's going on quite often. Then, I read 
all these tributes to Steve and Lela's work in the 
letter column and I wonder if it's me. I've read 
Steven's SF in books and magazines and I've liked 
it. Perhaps his writing isn't suited to sequential art. 
I feel we're deep into the plot with no real 
motivation or characterization. I just don't care 
about these people. I don't even know them. 

I rarely quit a story before it's over, but I've 
already spent $6.00 for nothing ... except "Dr. 
Watchstop." How long do you think people will 
wait to find out what's going on? I'm sorry, but 
that's my opinion. 


Charlie Harris 
2657 N. Mountain 
Tucson, AZ 85719 


Try to give us a chance, Charlie. A story of this 
scope takes a little time to develop, not to mention 
introduce characters and situations. I thought that 
things really picked up in issue three, and the 
whole shebang concludes in issue five. And, as 
you say, there's still Dr. Watchstop. *sigh* You 
can't please everyone, but then again there's 
always the next letter... 


Dear FUSION, 

Love it! Love it! Love it! FUSION is the 
best comic I've ever read. Love Tan, he's great. I 
was going to try the contest, but I just could not 
picture a crapper with Tan on it! What does "make 
a do" mean? I think the comic could get along 
without Carz, though, and Indio’s cheekbones are 
a little sharp, and her dresses are a bit too risqué; 
the scenes at the end of FUSION #2 were a little to 
the disliking of "Mother Dearest." I love the 
"grasshopper/locust" guards. Nives is a little 
funky; thanks for the descriptions at the end. Does 
Alshain have a temper, or what? What is the deal 
with Carz's right hand? I like the love/hate 
relationship between Dow and Indio. How does 
Tan stay on the table when his tail and all four legs 
are up on top? I have to say it again, I love Tan! I 
also like Dow Cook. How the hell did "Eight Ball” 
find Dow? I'm sorry I'm so inquisitive. What is 
the "Mystery Lady" doing at the end? 


Jory Allanmeyer 
675 S. Sierra #19 
Solana Beach,CA 92075 


P.S. Have you guys ever heard of wrap-around 
covers? 


Agggh! This reminds me of one of my old Psych- 
110 tests! Okay, in order: It means: "Go for it, 
dude," in space-talk; we did try to do it tastefully; 
Alshain really doesn't have a temper, but Tan 
pushes his luck too far at times; Carz lost his right 
hand somewhere, though no one’s asked him just 
where yet; he clings to the top of the table; The 
spider gets around, and though the city is huge, 
the action takes place in only a small part of it; Cyn 
has just decided not to bother informing her 
contact at Glass Hall about what Dow Cook now 
knows. *Gasp* Yes, I've heard of them; no, we 
haven't done one yet. 


Dear FUSION Crew, 

T'll get to the important part first. I LOVE 
FUSION! Picking up my first of three copies of 
the fab beginning issue at the Seattle Center Con in 
April, I was inspired to rush out and buy the 
second issue. I read it. I loved it! 

To tell you the truth, FUSION does in some 
ways resemble the original Star Wars movie, but 
not too much to bore me. For one thing, Tan is 
certainly much more humorous than R2D2, and I 
see little connection between the two. I'll bet C3PO 
never caught R2 cheating at five-card stud with 
his tail. Also, the action revolves around one 
definitely not wimpy woman, imagine 'that! I 
share the sadness of the Tsunami crew at the 
death of Herrick. It is much like when Ben died, 
but here it is elevated, as I feel much closer to the 
characters personally. I was sad to see the group 
theme of Star Wars break up in the later 
movies, and I recommend that you keep the crew 
of the Tsunami fully together physically, if not 
mentally. 

Each time I go back and reread my 
FUSIONs, I find more and more to laugh at and 
be surprised by, and overall I am really impressed. 
An excellent choice of storyline, perfect 
characterization, and ALBEDO or ZELL Gallacci 
artwork tinged with Lela Dowling's own style 
really makes the whole comic book click. I 
commend the use of the airbrush in place of the 
usual pen and ink that shows up in most black- 


and-white comics these days. I'm just about sick of 
striped shadows. 

Well, now that the flattery is done, I can say 
this. We have a very exclusive "Tan and Erma 
Fan Club," with two members so far. It's hard to 
get my favorite comics up here at a reasonable 
price, but I have my means. I would highly 
re.cmmend the new Enchanter mini-series to 
anyon. who likes FUSION as much as I do, along 
with any ALBEDOs that you may find, and the 
one-and-only ZELL, Sworddancer. (Please, Mr. 
Gallacci, may there be another issue?) 

One last question: is it true that there is an 
opening in FUSION for writing? As far as I 
know it's just a rumor I heard, but I am interested. 
Keep up the good work, I look forward to the next 


issue. 


Todd Clark 
8270 NE Blakely Heights Drive 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 


P.S. The ad for FUSION on the back of ZELL #2 
still shows Herrick. Does that mean that he might 
not be dead? 


Glad to hear that you're enjoying the book. We've 
gotten a couple of letters talking about Herrick's 
death, All I will say is that these people are in a 
dangerous business, and death is the biggest risk 
they face. Indio’s been pretty lucky so far, 
considering her excellent track record and low 
casualty rate. In any case, these guys will be 
around together for a while. The detailing of the 
art in FUSION is rather interesting. Steve and 
Lela even occasionally manage to sneak things 
past me. I agree, the Enchanter mini-series is 
wonderful and highly recommended. And, lastly — 
don't give up hope for future issues of ZELL just 
yet. Steve's still working on that one. We just 
signed Peter Morwood, Diane Duane and Michael 
Reeves to write for FUSION, so we don’t have 
any openings for writers at this time. Thanks for 
asking. 


Dear Lex, 

Well, well, well. How d'ya manage it, 
Lex? And what, exactly, does "conceptual editor" 
mean? (Yeah, I know you had it all explained in 
that "How We Do It" bit in FUSION #4.) 

Anyhoo, this is really a brief missive to 
congratulate everyone at Eclipse for two of my 
favorite books in all of the wonderful world of 
comics: FUSION and The Dreamery. 

Steve and Lela are two of my favorite artists, 
and I am enjoying immensely the "fusion" of their 
talents, along with that of Steven Barnes, in 
FUSION. 

However, I have to say that my favorite part 
of issue four was that little "How We Do It" feature 
in the back. *Snicker* *Chortle* *Guffaw* It 
helps that I know almost all of the characters 
involved. Lela is to be congratulated on her 
(*snicker* *giggle*) talents as a caricaturist. I 
really laughed in delight at the illo of Steve 
Gallacci pencilling "the story on illustration board 
(on the kitchen table).” *hee hee* 

Well, it's late and I gotta go. I look forward to 
many more issues of FUSION (and The 
Dreamery.) 


Amy Falkowitz 
3813 Barker Drive #3 
San Jose,CA 95117 


P.S. Mary Lynn Skirvin's "Bush Guide" was an 
added delight! 


Amy! Good to hear from you — long time, no see! 
Thanks for the kind words. I'm learning a lot about 
the mind-boggling intricacies of the comics biz 
from these projects. Fascinating! “Conceptual 
Editor” sounded a lot better than “Fascist Dictator." 
The How-We-Do-It bit nearly put the pictures of 
certain artists on the sides of milk cartons. Thanks 
again! 


Dear FUSION, 
Are you selling any original art? If so, please 
send me a list. 


Max Garrone 
699 Madison Street 
Monterey, CA 95940 


Yes, we are selling the original artwork. We will be 
sending you an information sheet on this, Max. 
Anyone else interested in buying original artwork, 
please write to us at FUSION, c/o Eclipse Comics, 
P.O. Box 1099, Forestville, California, 95436. 
Please be sure that your name and address are 
clearly printed on your letter. Thanks! 


Next Issue: 


The next issue of FUSION will be very 
interesting. You will meet the crew of another 
ship, friendly rivals to the Tsunami. This crew 
gets a lesson in insurance scams, and even has a 
run-in with Frid Schalk and the Ravager — bad 
boys on the block. This story is written by Peter 
Morwood, soon to be a regular writer on 
FUSION. The art will also be created by someone 
new to the book: Larry Dixon. 

Also in the next issue, Phil Foglio will be 
pencilling a story about Indio and the crew in an 
incident that takes place before "The Soulstar 
Commission,” in which we learn a lot more about 
what makes the crew tick. Story by Peter 
Morwood, with a guest appearance by the 
notorious Frid Schalk! Firefighting and inking 
chores will be handled by the talented Monika 
Livingston. Plus, a “Weasel Patrol” story! 

What?? Nothing by Ken or Steve or Lela??? 
Well, no. But just for this issue. I have been 
threatened with all sorts of torture too gruesome to 
relate if I didn't give the regular artists a rest. So, 
it's vacation time! Steve Gallacci and Lela 
Dowling will definitely be back in issue seven, 
where we start yet another series of plot 
complications for our intrepid heroes. Stay tuned 
for the highly amusing sex farce (of sorts): Spring 
Rolls . Things get hot when someone goes into 


heat! Be there! 

In addition to giving the regular artists some 
time off I, too, will be absent for the next issue. I 
leave you in the capable hands of Gordon, the 
talking Garb, now promoted to Operations 
Manager. Congratulations, you knob! 

—lex nakashima 


"Best Motherly Advice" 
Contest Winner: 


"Don't photocopy your face — you'll ruin 
your eyes.” 
— The mom of Brian Albertson 


"Don't make so many long-distance phone 
calls, save it up so you can move out.” 
— The mom of Noel Tominack 


"Never become an artist unless you plan to be 
like Andy Warhol or Van Gogh. Comic artists get 
paid nothing, and the same with the people who 
draw for books and magazines with spot 
illustrations” 

— The mom of non-artist Max Garrone 


"But really, my mom is pretty cool. She's 
given me some heavy things to think about. The 
most crucial is probably when she told me to stop 
reading these brain-melting comic books. (Just 
kidding.) Actually, the best is when she advised 
me to be my own person and not to be influenced 
by other people, but to make my own decisions." 

— Brian D. Olson 


"I could say the best advice my mother ever 
gave me was something like ‘don't ever lie’ or so 
forth, but every mother says that. My mother 
reads a lot of my comics, and the best advice she 
ever gave me was ‘Don't ever buy a comic with 
the name Chuck Norris in the title.’ " 

— Sean Swanson 


“Don't hold your breath. You'll kill yourself 
before the next issue of FUSION gets here.” 
— The mom of Todd "Max" Clark 


The Winner: 


The team of judges deliberated long and hard 
to pick a winner, and it took more than one ballot 
before the smoke coming out of the LX, ltd. offices 
was white, indicating that a winner had been 
chosen. 

The First Runner-Up will be called upon to 
serve the rest of the winner's term should the 
winner be gunned down on an LA freeway, or 
pose for a nude centerfold. Winning this special 
bonus prize of a full-color FUSION poster is 
Brian Albertson! (We were initially going to make 
his prize a photocopy of a page of original 
artwork, but at the last minute we had a change of 
heart.) 

The Winner is Brian D. Olson, thanks in part 
to his ever-practical mom. Way to go, Brian! We 
will be in touch with you about your prize. 


ADVANCES IN SCIENCE COUPLED WITH THE ONES. TOF Lik bps sary HAD 
BROUGHT bene INTOA Orem tie USING THE NEW 


WEASEL LIASON, CHECK SIGNER, PARTY COORDINATOR - LEX NAKASHIMA 
ART & STORY - KEN MACKLIN & LELA DOWLING LETTERING -L. LOIS BUHALIS 
EDITOR- LETITIA GLOZER 


MY NAME IS WILLY. 
I CARRY A BADGE CEXCEPT 
WHEN I WANT TO PRETEND I'M 
NOT A COP). MY PARTNERS AND 
IT ARE UNDERCOVER HERE ON THIS 
REMOTE MOON OF JUPITER. WE'VE 
GOTTEN A TIP THAT SMUGGLERS 
WILL BE DROPPING A HUGE DRUG 
SHIPMENT HERE FOR PICK-UP BY 
AN AGENT OF A LARGE 
CRIMINAL CARTEL. 


K...YOU 
Wisse ON STAKEOUT, THE WEASEL KNOW WHAT TODO 
TROL ASSUMES DISGUISES SOAS WHEN THEY DROP 
Not TO AROUSE SUSPIC/ THE SHIPMENT? 


MEANWHILE, ABOVE THE 
REMOTE MOON... 


OUR PLAN 
DEPENDS ON THE 


RECOGNIZE THE 
SHIPMENT! 


DOWN BELOW... 


wardtoncl 


LEROY! PUT 


GOOD 
LORD! IT'S A 
STALK-EYED, 

AMBULATORY, 


MEANWHILE, UP ABOVE. 


Y 'S FALLING... 
RUN AWAys 


MNS THOSE 
STUPID WEASELS HAVE 
BEEN DISTRACTED! WE’VE 

GOT TOGET THEIR 
ATTENTIONS 


SNARFLEGRONK 
>PLAPHTS 


On, NOS 
(T'S A CRAZEO 
STALK-EYEO, 
AMBULATOR' 


CHITINOUS 
GLANSNETTLEZ 


GOT YOU FOR 
CRUELTY TO 
ANIMALS THIS 
TIME, REEF. 


Y NAM 
1S WILLY. T 
CARRY A BADGE. 
THERE ARE A 
MILLION STORIES 


OF THEM. 


FORESTVILL 


TOD OF THE NEWS ) 


ALIFORNIA. 


TEMBER/MCMLXXVIL 


SELL-OUT SUMMER CONTINUES... 


ECLIPSE 
OVERSHIPS 
5 NEW 
TITLES 


Hoping to avoid the barrage of titles 
which were forced back to press due to 
June sell-outs, publisher Dean Mullaney 
has decided to overship on key July issues 
of five new summer series. The first issue 
of Prowler will be overshipped by 25 per- 
cent, and the second issues of Hotspur, 

Project, Lost Planet, and Axa will 
be overshipped by 20 percent. 

“Fan response has been really strong to 
the titles we've debuted this summer,” says 
Mullaney, “and we want plenty of copies 
‘on hand to satisfy this increased demand.” 
Heavy reorders last month took Eclipse 
back to press on ten different books. 
“We're happy to go back to press when 
demand warrants, but we'd much rather 
have the copies in the stores for imme- 
diate sale,” says Mullaney. 

‘Any overshipped books that haven't sold 
in ninety days are fully returnable, “though,” 
laughs distribution manager Sean Deming, 
“that’s not highly likely. Fan demand this 
summer has been at a real high. These 
books are as diverse a line-up as you could 
get, held together only by a strong com- 
mercial appeal and overall quality.” 

Prowler, a masked avenger comic from 
Scout's Tim Truman and Fashion In 
Action’s J. K. Snyder Ill, has had very 
strong advance word of mouth. Hotspur 
reteams Truman and John Ostrander, the 
creators of Grimjack The Liberty Project, 
by Kurt Busiek, James W. Fry, and Doug 
Hazlewood, has garnered rave reviews and 
enthusiastic letters from super-team fans. 
Lost Planet features the fan favourite art 
of Bo Hampton. And Axa, the post-apoca 
lyptic barbarienne, is written by A 
Chuck Dixon and drawn by Enrique 
Romero, the man who made her a legend 
in Europe. 


Captain Eo 
Hits Stores 
In August 


The long-awaited 3-D Captain Eo 
comic will ship no later than August 4, 
according to distribution manager Sean 
Deming. “The delay was due to wait 
for approval from everyone involved,” he 
said. The comic is an adaptation of a 3-D 
film starring Michael Jackson, directed by 
Francis Ford Coppola, and produced by 
George Lucas. The movie can only be 
seen in special theatres at Disneyland and 
Epcot Center. 

The regular edition retails for $3.50. 
‘The souvenir edition, an oversize version 
that will be sold at Disneyland and Epcot 
Center, retails for $6.95 and will also ship 
to comics stores in early August. 


Liberty, Lost Planet, 
Enchanter All Hot 


Valkyrie!, Scout, 
Contractors, Terror 
Join Manga 2nd Runs 
On Sold Out List 


Retailers hit the nail on the head when 
they dubbed the 1987 convention season 
as “Eclipses sell-out summer.” Those who 
underestimated the high summer demand 
for Eclipse titles have been running to 
their distributors to reorder, only to find in 
some cases that it’s too little, too late. 
“The new series are starting to take off.” 
says editor-in-chief Cat Yronwode, “and 
by the time the slower retailers realize it, 
faster hands will have already grabbed up 
the 


Last month, Valkyrie #1 and Scout #18- 
19 sold out, and Eclipse was forced back 
to press on Miracleman #11, Reid Fleming 
#1-2, Kamui #1-3, Mai #1-2, and Area 88 
#1-2. This month, Valkyrie #2, Scout #16- 
17, and the second printings of Kamui #1 - 
3, Mai #1-2, and Area 88 #1-2 join the list 
of sold out titles, but sell-out activity has 
spread from the Valkyrie!/Scout/manga 
core to include Contractors #1, Tales of 
Terror #12, Enchanter #1, Liberty Project 
#1, and Lost Planet #2. 

“Lost Planet #2 was overshipped on a 
returnable basis, so distributors may still 
have copies available,” says distribution 
manager Sean Deming. “We just can't get 
copies of those other titles, however. Of 
course, anything not on the sold out list 
(above) is still available for reorders. 'm 
expecting another list of sold out titles 
‘next month, though. Retailers should take 
a good hard look at what's moving and 
get their reorders in immediately. 

“Retailers who were burned by last 
year’s black and white glut have a tight 
‘cash flow right now, and we understand 
that,” says publisher Dean Mullaney. “This 
recent flurry of reorder activity is a direct 
result of overly cautious ordering. Unfor- 
tunately, we have to set our print runs near 
the level of initial orders. When a book 
becomes hot and retailers underorder, we 
all lose sales.” 

Consistent sell-outs on Scout over the 
last four months are merely a prelude to 
Swords of Texas and New America, the 
two new mini-series that will spin off this 
fall from Scout #24, the last issue of that 
series. When Swords and New America 
conclude this winter, Scout’ War Shaman 
will begin the all new adventures of 
Timothy Truman's hard-hitting hero. “Fan 
anticipation is really heating up sales on 
all the Scout-related titles,” says editor 
Yronwode. “Many retailers are going to 
be hard-hit to provide back issues when 
War Shaman takes off in January.” 


Winter World 
Features “Next 
Al Williamson” 


Argentinean Zaffino 
Makes American 
Comics Debut 


Winter World, a three issue mini-series, 
is the next title to join the 4Winds line 
from Eclipse. Jorge Zaffino, a popular 
artist in Argentina, makes his American 
debut on the book, much to the delight of 
writer Chuck Dixon. “It just looks real 
good,” he says. “It's very realistic, very 
gritty, and also very dynamic.” 

Editor Tim Truman gives Zaffino terse 
praise: “He could be the next Al William- 
son,” he says. 

Dixon—who writes Airboy, Strike!, Axa, 
Savage Sword of Conan, and Evangeline— 
has created a brutal future for the deni- 
zens of Winter World “The earth is entirely 
frozen over,” he says. “It's hundreds of 
years in the future, and present day civili- 
zation is all but forgotten. Scully, the main 
character, is a trade rider. He travels from 
‘one little pocket of civilization to the next, 
trading goods that he finds in, shopping 
centers and malls under the ice.” 

Winter World #1, a full-colour, monthly, 
Baxter mini-series, ships September 22 and 
retails for $1.75. 


Xyr Introduces 
Multiple Ending 


Craze To Comics 
Graphic Novel 
Changes Each Time 
You Read It 


The first multiple ending comic debuts 
when Xyr, a 48-page, full-colour, square- 
bound comic book, hits the stands in 
October. “These sorts of projects have 
done very successfully in bookstores,” says 
distribution manager Sean Deming, who 
also edited Xyr. “It was about time some- 
‘one did a comics story with multiple 
endings.” 

In Xyr, the reader makes a variety of 
choices for the lead character, each of 
which takes the story in a different direc- 
tion. There are nine possible stories in the 
volume, but each begins with the dis- 
appearance of August Chiller, who sets 
off in search of the mystical paradise of 
Valcin. His wife calls on Xyr, the only 
being who c ‘can possibly save her husband. 

has been the most difficult chal- 
lenge I've faced as an editor,” says Dem- 
ing. Each scene must be carefully tailored 
80 it fits into a variety of story continuities. 

Xyr is a full-colour, 48-page, square- 
bound comic book. It retails for $3.95 and 
ships October 27. 


Prowler #3 
Features 
“History” of 
Eclipsogram 


Pictures 

Lobby Cards, 

Still Photos Bring 
Kragg’s Story To Life 


Michael H. Price, co-author with George 
‘Turner of Forgotten Horrors and writer of 
the 1940s Prowler back-up, has combined 
both his interest in motion picture scholar- 
ship and the bizarre world of Leo Kragg in 
Prowler #3. That issue features what pur- 
Ports to be an excerpt from Neglected Gems 
of The Horror Cinema by George Michaels, 
detailing the history of Kragg’s involve- 
ment in film. 

The fake book entry explains Leo 
Kragg’s ownership of Eclipsogram Pictures 
and the series of motion pictures about the 
Prowler which were filmed in the Forties 
and Fifties. Also included are lobby cards, 
complete with photos from On The Prowl, 
the most successful Prowler film. 

“We found an actor here in Ft. Worth, 
Bob Allen, who not only wears the Prowler 
costume well, but also looks remarkably 
like Graham Nolan's drawings of Leo,” 
says Price. “We had the mask tailored to 
his face and decked him out in clothing 
fashionable in the carly Forties. It wasn’t 
until | compared him side by side with 
Graham Nolan's character sheets that | 
realized how striking a resemblance there 
was—the hairline, set of the jaw, the intense 
eyes, and what Chuck Dixon calls ‘a 
mouthful of teeth. 

Prowler #3, a 4Winds production, retails 
for $1.75 and ships September 13. 


Stig’s #7 Last Issue 


Templeton Decides 
To End Hit Series 


Although its sales were solid and it was 
rapidly achieving cult status, Stig's Inferno 
has ended with issue #7. Acclaimed by 
many as one of the only worthwhile black 
‘and white humor comics, Stig’s was a 
strong addition to Eclipse’s Quality Black 
and White Graphics line, which published 
the last two issues of the book. 

“For various personal reasons, I didn't 
think I could make it funny anymore,” 
says Ty Templeton. Templeton co-created 
the book with Klaus Schoenefeld, who 
died unexpectedly of a heart attack last 
year. “I owed it to him (Stig) not to do it if 
I couldn't make it funny.” 

Publisher Dean Mullaney, who edited 
the book, counted it among his favorites, 
as did many in the Eclipse offices. “Stig’s 
was just a brilliantly funny piece of work,” 
says Mullaney. “I'm sorry Ty doesn't feel 
he can keep it up, but we all wish him 
luck in whatever he chooses to pursue.” 


THESE CREATURES 
CAN TOLERATE 
INCREDIBLE EXTREMES 
OF TEMPERATURE AND 
PRESSURE. THEY CAN 
ENOURE EXPOSURE TO 

HIGH AMOUNTS OF 
RADIATION. 


DURABLE ANIMALS 
IN THE SOLAR 
SYSTEM. 


STORY AND ART BY KEN MACKLIN LETTERING BY L. LOIS BUHALIS 


LUCKILY, 
WeE’RE BENEATH 
\ THEIR NOTICE, 


THEY CAN LAST 
MONTHS WITHOUT FOOD 
AND CAN EAT ALMOST 
ANYTHING. THEY CAN 
THRIVE ALMOST ANY- 
WHERE AND SEEM 
VIRTUALLY 
INDESTRUCTABLE. 


DON W'GREGOR 
a 
GENE COLAN 


join forces on the new 


DETECTIVES INC. 


2 


pee 


TWO GREAT TEAMS ARE BACK! 


Based on the movie 
written and directed 
by Don M°Gregor 
Starring 
Alex Simmons 
Richard Douglass 
Marsha Childers M°Gregor 
and 


Produced by Ed Via 
A Shamus Production release 


ECLIPSE 


COMICS” 
ON SALE AT COMICS SHOPS EVERYWHERE 


WATCHABLE! 
WEARABLE! 
CLASSIC 


THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
NOW OFFERS A COMPLETE 
LINE OF EXCITING NEW 

ITEMS FEATURING SOME OF 
ECLIPSE COMICS' MOST 
POPULAR CHARACTERS. 


T-SHIRTS AND 
SWEATSHIRTS 

YOUR CHOICE OF EITHER T-SHIRT 
OR SWEATSHIRT—PICK FROM THE 
MIRACLEMAN LOGO, A PICTURE 
OF SCOUT, OR VALKYRIE! FULL 
COLOR SILKSCREEN. AVAILABLE 
IN XL YOUTH (14-16), SMALL (34- 
36), MEDIUM (38-40), LARGE 
(42-44), AND XL (46-48). SWEAT- 
SHIRTS AND YOUTH SIZED 
T-SHIRTS ARE 50% POLY/50% 
COTTON. OTHER T-SHIRTS ARE 
100% COTTON. T-SHIRTS: $9.95. 
SWEATSHIRTS: $16.95. 


AIRBOY" VALKYRIE! , ECLIPSE COMICS TM ECLIPSE 


SCOUT TM and ©1987 TIMOTHY TRUMAN 


AIRBOY COFFEE MUG 
A LARGE, WHITE CERAMIC 
COFFEE MUG WITH A FULL COLOR 
WRAPAROUND PORTRAIT OF 
AIRBOY, VALKYRIE, SKYWOLF 
AND BIRDIE BY REGULAR ARTISTS 
dee WOCH AND WILLIE BLYBERG. 
4.95 
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THE ZOT! WATCH 

THIS MAY BE ONE OF THE ALL- 
TIME GREAT COLLECTIBLES—A 
CHROME, QUARTZ MOVEMENT 
WATCH WITH BLACK LEATHER 
WRISTBAND FEATURING A FULL 
COLOR ILLUSTRATION OF ZOT! BY 
CREATOR SCOTT MCCLOUD. 
$24.95 


ECLIPSE COMICS CAP 
JOIN THE TEAM! THE ECLIPSE 
LOGO EMBROIDERED ON A TRA- 
DITIONAL 6-PANEL BASEBALL 
CAP. BLACK, 100% COTTON WITH 
YELLOW EMBROIDERY. $7.95 


REID FLEMING CAP 

A FABULOUS WHITE, 100% COTTON 
‘‘PAINTER’S'' STYLE CAP WITH 
THE ORANGE AND BLACK 

REID FLEMING LOGO. $4.95 


ey 
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AIRBOY art ©1987 WOCH / YEATES. VALKYRIE! art ©1987 BRIAN BOLLAND. 


MIRACLEMAN @ECLIPSE and ALAN MOORE, REID FLEMING TM and ©1987 DAVID BOSWELL. 


ITEM DESCRIPTION QTY SIZE PRICE EACH TOTAL 
[| eer] 
‘Send only checks or money orders (NO CASH) made out to The Collector's Edition. Allow SUB TOTAL 
3-6 weeks for delivery. You may return any unused merchandise for refund or exchange 
within 30 days. SHIPPING 
‘SHIPPING CHARGES: Up to $50 ADD $5.65, CA SALES TAX 65% [TT 
Up to $20 ADD $3.25 to $65 ADD $7.00 4 
Upto $35 ADD $450 (Over $68 ADD $850 sa arama 
SHIP TO (Not Deliverable to a P.O. Box) HOTA 
NAME MAIL TO: THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION, SUITE 149 
STREET 3315 SACRAMENTO STREET 
CITY/STATE/ZIP SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94118 


adventure series 


ARE AS COLD  setinthe 


savage world 


AS THE of the future. 


By Charles Dixon 


HUMAN HEART and Jorge Zaffino. 


a 4WINDS production 
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edited by 
a Timothy Truman 
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Art © 1987 Jorge Zaffino. 
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